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Thailand has been highly shaped by a

changing world dominated by western
economies using English for communication.

Thai students are required to study English
starting from Grade 1 to 12, and the
curriculum puts emphasis on teaching

: . o — : English holistically and in an integrated
Dr. Saiwaroon Chumpavan, Srinakharinwirot University, Thailand manner.

Dr. Saengchan Hemchua, Srinakharinwirot University, Thailand
Dr. Z. N. Patil, the English and Foreign Languages University, India

Researchers

Reading is regarded as the most important
skill for acquiring knowledge and gathering
information for Thai students studying
English as a foreign language (EFL).

Teachers and researchers find that most
students fail to read English effectively.

This study aimed to answer the following

questions:

1. Whatreading strategies did Thai
university students use?

. How differently did Thai male university
students and Thai female university
students use their reading
strategies?

. What reading problems did Thai university
students encounter?

This study was conducted to:

1. investigate if there was a connection
between the students’ reading strategies
and their reading achievement in English
as a foreign language.

. find out students’ reading problems.

. investigate the differences in the use of
strategies between male and female
students.

h Hyp

This study also aimed to test the following
hypothesis:

There was a positive relationship between

their reading strategies and their reading
achievement.




The findings obtained from this study provide
information about what students’ reading
strategies and problems are.

Such information could be used as a
guideline for teachers to find the best
technique for developing reading skills.

Instruments

In this study three instruments were
employed:

1. AQuestionnaire on Reading Strategies,

2. AQuestionnaire on Reading Problems,
£

3. Areading part on the English First
English Proficiency Index (EF EPI) Test.

Research Question 1
What reading strategies did Thai university students use?

It was found from the questionnaire that the participants
used the following strategies in their reading:

. They used the title to help them infer what information
the might follow.

. They guessed if necessary.

. They focused on understanding the meaning of each
word.

. They did not focus on grammatical structures in the
text.

. They translated the text from English into Thai.

. They agreed that the translation helped them
understand the text better.

Participants

The participants of this study were 115
first-year students studying at one of the
largest universities in Thailand.

They were randomly selected from the
students enrolled in a core English course in
the second semester of the academic year
2012-2013.

Data analysis

The data were analyzed to identify the
students’ reading strategies and problems.

The t test for independent mean was used to
see if there were differences in English reading
strategies between male and female
participants.

The data obtained from the Reading
Strategies Questionnaire and from the Reading
Achievement Test were analyzed using the
Spearman rho correlation coefficient to see if
there was a relationship between the
participants' English reading strategies and their
reading achievements.

Research Question 2

How differently did Thai male university students
and Thai female university students use their
English reading strategies?

It was found from the data analysis that there were

no significant differences in the strategies used by
male and female students.




Research Question 3

What problems did Thai university students
encounter when reading English texts?

The following reading problems were found:

1l

2.
3.

The students agreed that they had problems with
grammatical structures in the text.

They had problems with difficult English words.

They had problems in guessing meanings of
difficult words.

. The mean score on the reading part of the EF

EPI Test of the students participating in this study
was 3.57 (possible total points = 10). This mean
score indicated that their reading ability was
quite low.

. They used only six strategies, out of 25 listed in

the questionnaire. The results from the
questionnaire indicated that they did not use
appropriate strategies as they were expected to
do in their reading. Therefore, their
inappropriate reading strategies may

cause them to have low scores in the reading
test.

We request you to provide suggestions to
overcome the problems.

Thank you.

Research Hypothesis

There was a positive relationship between reading
strategies the Thai university students used and
their reading achievement on the reading part of the
EF English Proficiency Index (EF EPI) Test.

It was found that the relationship between reading
strategies the Thai university students used and
their reading achievement on the reading part of the
EF EPI Test was very low, but not significant.

Therefore, the data did not support this research
hypothesis

/

3. They translated the text being read from English
into Thai. This result indicated that the
translation strategy was needed for them, but it
might slow down their reading speed.

. They said that they had problems in understanding
most English words. When they tried to guess the
meanings of those words, they could not succeed.

. They said that they had problems understanding
the grammatical structures in the text. The result
indicated that complex grammatical structures
need to be taught in the language classroom to
help students understand the text better.




